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WEST  ASHFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  t  KENT 


Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1959 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1959. 

Population 

The  Registrar-General*  s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was 
10,420  which  represents  a  decrease  of  20  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Live  Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  live-births  was  149  (76  M,  73  F)  -  a  decrease  of  13 
from  the  previous  year,  and  the  crude  birth-rate  was  accordingly  14*30  per 
1 ,000  estimated  resident  population;  when  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  Comparability  Factor  which  is  computed  from  a  population  standardised 
for  age  and  sex  distribution,  the  rate  becomes  15*02  and  is  slightly  lower 
than  that  of  1 6. 3  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  and  Rate 

The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  three  and  the  rate  of  19*74 
was  slightly  lower  than  that  of  20.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

No  infant  deaths  were  registered  which  compensates  for  the  three 
stillbirths,  as  these  peri-natal  deaths  are  associated  with  the  same  causes. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

This  rate  was  also  nil  as  there  were  no  deaths  from  Pregnancy, 

Childbirth  and  Abortion. 

Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  175  (91  M,  84  F.)  and  the 
crude  death-rate  was  accordingly  16.79;  this  crude  rate  is  high  owing  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  a  Hospital  for  Chronic  Sick  within  the  District  and 
that  deaths  there  where  the  mortality  is  naturally  higher  are  assigned  to  the 
District  when  the  patient  has  been  resident  for  more  than  six  months.  The 
Registrar  General's  Comparability  Factor  takes  this  into  account,  and  when 
applied  to  the  crude  rate,  the  adjusted  rate  becomes  10.07  and  is  lower  than 
that  of  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  group  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  and 
Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System,  these  being  the  most  common  penultimate 
causes  of  death  amongst  the  aged;  of  these  there  were  89. 

Disease  of  the  Coronary  Artery  of  the  Heart  is  however  not  wholly  a 
senile  disease,  for  it  claims  many  victims  in  middle-age,  when  their 
responsibilities  are  at  their  highest.  There  was  a  total  of  16  of  these 
deaths,  13  of  which  were  males,  i.e.  a  ratio  of  about  4  males  to  1  female. 

It  is  probable  that  excessive  smoking  over  a  prolonged  period  is  a 
contributory  cause,  as  with  Lung  Cancer.  The  ages  at  death  ranged  from 
56  to  88  years. 

The  second  highest  cause  of  deaths  was,  also  as  expected,  Cancer  of 
which  there  were  32.  Modern  treatment  can  completely  cure  this  disease  if 
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an  early  diagnosis  is  made  or  can  prolong  life  for  many  years  if  the 
disease  is  not  too  advanced,  but  elderly  people,  amongst  whom  most  of  the 
deaths  occur,  commonly  procrastinate  in  seeking  medical  advice. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  caused  five  deaths,  the  ratio  of  males  to  females, 
as  with  Coronary  Thrombosis,  being  four  to  one.  The  hypothesis  that  the 
inhalation  of  tobacco  smoke,  particularly  excessively,  is  a  primary 
or  contributory  cause  has  weighty  national  statistical  evidence  to  support  it. 

There  was  no  exceptional  mortality  amongst  the  other  causes  of  death. 

There  was  no  death  due  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  endemic  in  this 
Country. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Apart  from  the  usual  outbreak  of  Measles,  which  is  expected  every  second 
year  there  were  few  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases  in  the  District 
throughout  the  year. 

Measle  s 

Two  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Measles 
is  primarily  a  disease  of  school-children who  carry  the  infection  back  to 
their  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  early  catarrhal  phase  of  the  disease  when  it  is  most  highly 
infectious  is  confused  with  the  common  cold  by  parents  and  infective  children 
are  allowed  to  attend  school  where  the  virus  spreads  rapidly  in  the  close 
contact  of  the  class-rooms.  Infants  should  be  shielded  from  the  infection 
as  long  as  possible  as  its  chief  complication,  namely  Broncho-pneumonia  may 
rapidly  superpose.  Other  more  rare  complications  in  order  of  frequency  are 
Otitis  Media  and  Acute  Encephalitis. 

Gamma  globulin  is  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Preston 
Hall  to  provide  passive  immunity  to  any  exposed  susceptible  child  who  may  be 
suffering  from  some  other  serious  illness,  but  appears  to  be  seldom  required. 


Six  cases  of  this  infection  were  notified,  all  from  one  family.  This 
is  a  comparatively  mild  illness  and  many  patients  do  not  consider  it  to  be 
sufficiently  serious  to  consult  their  Practitioners;  in  consequence  there 
are  many  convalescent  or  chronic  carriers,  who  are  the  source  of  small  out¬ 
breaks  from  time  to  time. 


The  best  safe-guard  is  thorough  hand-washing  after  toilet  particularly 
in  Public  Conveniences,  and  also  before  meals. 


No  cases  of  this  serious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year  and 
there  are  sound  reasons  for  optimism  that  vaccination  is  chiefly  responsible 
for  this.  The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the  year  is  given  in  a 
following  table.  There  is  now  a  sufficient  quantity  of  vaccine  available 
to  vaccinate  those  persons  aged  forty  years  or  under,  which  they  may  obtain 
through  their  family  Doctor  or  at  the  Public  Health  Clinics  and  it  is  hoped 
that  as  many  as  possible  will  come  forward  in  response  to  the  wide  national 
and  local  publicity  campaigns. 


Tuberculosis 


Ten  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified  (see  table). 

The  facilities  for  ascertainment  have  been  much  improved  in  recent  years,  and 
in  combination  with  the  success  of  modem  treatment,  the  number  of  open 
infective  cases  should  be  reduced  year  by  year,  and  correspondingly  the 
number  of  new  cases  arising. 

No  new  cases  of  Non-Re spiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  The  fact 
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that  only  Designated  Milks  may  now  be  sold  in  the  District  should  reduce 
tho  incidence  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis  to  an  absolute  minimum  which  has  been 
reflected  in  the  absence  of  any  new  case  throughout  the  year. 

-In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for 
your  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the  Department  throughout  the 
year  and  also  the  staff  for  their  efficient  co-operation. 

I  am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  MARSHALL  M.B.  ,  Ch.B.  ,  D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
14,  Church  Road, 

Ashford, 

Kent. 


Tel:  No: 


Ashford  1435 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


FOR  1959 


Area:-  39,453  acres. 


Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of:- 


The  Resident  Population 


•  •  •  •  o  • 


...  10,420 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According  to 
the  Rate  Book 


•  ••  •  •  •  ••• 


3,559 


Rateable  Value 


...  ...  ...  £1 02 ,061 


Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


•  •  •  •  •  • 


. . .  £390 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


West  Ashford  Rural  District  is  predominantly  agricultural  in  character 
there  are  only  a  few  light  industries.  The  Council  has  been  a  progressive 
Housing  Authority,  having  built  673  post-war  houses  and  altogether  own  765. 
houses.  Generally  social  conditions  are  excellent. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


West  Ashford 

Rural 


Childbirth,  Abortion 


1,000  (live 
and  still) 
births 


England 

and 


Total 

Mi 

Mi 

District 

Wales 

1. 

Live  Births 

149 

76 

73 

Birth  Rate 

14.30 

16.5 

(a)  Legitimate 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

142 

71 

71 

estimated 

rate 

resident 

15.02) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

7 

5 

2 

population 

2. 

Stillbirths 

( a)  Legitimate 

3 

- 

3 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

19.74 

20.7 

3 

— 

3 

(live  and 
still)  births 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

mm 

- 

3. 

Total  live  and  still- 

152 

76 

76 

births 

4. 

Deaths 

175 

91 

84 

Death  rate 

16.79 

11.6 

per  1 ,000 

(Adjusted 

resident 

rate) 

population 

10.07 

5. 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy 

- 

- 

- 

Rate  per 

- 

Not 

available 


6.  Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  One  Year  of 
Age 

(a)  Legitimate 


(b)  Illegitimate 


7*  Deaths  of  Infants 
Under  Four  Weeks 
of  Age 

(a)  Legitimate 

(b)  Illegitimate 


Rate  per  1  ,000 
live  births 


Rate  per  1 ,000 
legitimate 
live  births 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
illegitimate 
live  births 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births 


22.0 


15.8 


8.  Illegitimate  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  4*70$ 

9*  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  32 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoe.  2 

Deaths  from  Measles 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Measles  . . 

Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Dysentery  . 


21 3 

...  13 

• . .  6 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEST  ASHFORD  RURAL 
DISTRICT  DURING  1959 


ALL  CAUSES 

:  3 

Males 

i  -m  umm  mi  ■■  • 

91 

Females 

84 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

•  t  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

! 

- 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

9  o  o 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

9  9  0 

9  9  9 

mm 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

909 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

•  •  • 

•  9  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

•  •  9 

•  o  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  9  9 

9  9  9 

4 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

•  •  9 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

•  o  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9 

13 

13. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

“ 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

9  9  9 

•  o  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

20 

15 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

12 

4 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

•  •  9 

9  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

10 

15 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

•  •  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

6 

3 

22. 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

6 

12 

24. 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

9  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

4 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

0  9  9 

4 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

•  «  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

•  •  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

•  1  I 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

9  •  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

•  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

5 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  0  9 

- 

- 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

- 

35. 

Suicide 

•  •  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  0 

— 

- 

New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1959 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  patients  who  had  not  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease.. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  1959 


The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of  children 
under  the  age  of  15  years  on  31st  December,  1939,  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that 
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IMMUNISAT J ON  AND  VACCINATION 


Diphtheria  Immunisation,  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  and 
Smallpox  Vac  -j  in  at  ion  figures  for  1959° 


Year  of  Birth i 

! 

i 

j 

Diphthe.ru.  a 
Immunisation 

! 

Smallpox 

Vaccination 

> 

, 

;  | 

Whooping-couj 

Immunisation 

— 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1959 

i .  - . .  i 

Primary 

Reinforcing 

j  Primary 

Re vac  c inat i on 

Primary 

. .  1 

-1 ». 

i  ~r 

-  - -  — — 

i 

. 

— 

39 

1958 

85 

j  41 

J 

- 

" 

67 

.  — 

1957  | 

9 

- 

3 

- 

5 

1956  I 

- 

1 

1 

; 

- 

2 

   -  .  f 

1955  | 

-• 

4 

- 

- 

1 954  | 

1 

23 

} 

- 

- 

1953  j 

1 

13 

- 

- 

- 

1952  i 

5 

- 

- 

1 

1951 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. ™  1  f 

1950 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1949 

- 

.  . . . 

1 

1 

- 

1948 

- 

f 

1 

1 

- 

1947 

- 

- 

- 

1 

s- 

1 946 

- 

- 

- 

1 

• 

1945 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Before 

1945 

— 

2 

] 

Total 

1 

! 

110 

47 

co 

VM 

j 

6 

   i 

114 

1 

1 .  . . ■  —  -  . . .  1  ■ 

Public  Health  Department, 
2  Elwick  Road, 
ASHFORD,  Kent. 


To;  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

West  Ashford  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  third  annual  report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  in  the  rural  district  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1959. 


STAFF 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

Arthur  H,  Hayes  Member  of  the  Royal 

Society  for  the  Promo¬ 
tion  of  Health.  Member 
of  the  Association  of 
Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tors,  State  Registered 
Nurse . 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 
(Part  time) 


R.W. Wright 


Clerk: 

Miss  S,  Garlinge  1.1.59 
Miss  A.  Wells  20.7.59 
Rodent  Operator: 

Mr.  A.  Button 


Member  of  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Promo¬ 
tion  of  Health,  Member 
of  the  Association  of 
Public  Health  Inspec¬ 
tors. 


20.7.59 

31 .12.59 


Public  Cleansing: 

Mr.  Foreman  (foreman)  and  five  workmen. 


Mr.  T.  Fright.  Part  time  cleaner  at  public  conven¬ 
iences. 


The  changes  in  the  staff  during  the  year  were  the  re¬ 
placement  of  Miss  Garlinge  by  Miss  vVells  and  the  employment 
of  one  additional  man  in  the  Public  Cleansing  team. 

Meetings  took  place  during  the  year  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  other  local  authorities  and  interested  bodies  on 
the  best  method  to  implement  The  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958. 
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Private  enterprise  in  this  district  took  the  lead  by  sub¬ 
mitting  detailed  plans  for  a  wholesale  slaughterhouse  at 
Charing.  Building  was  commenced  in  December.  Its  use  should 
see  the  end  of  slaughtering  in  unsatisfactory  buildings,  and 
give  better  conditions  for  meat  inspection  and  detection  of 
disease. 

The  closing  and/or  demolition  of  unfit  houses  proceeded 
with  as  much  speed  as  the  rehousing  of  the  occupants  per¬ 
mitted.  Since  the  survey  at  1 955/6  some  45  houses  have  been 
considered  under  Housing  Act  procedure. 

The  unsatisfactory  living  conditions  of  gypsies  and 
other  nomads  has  occasioned  some  worry,  and  in  conjunction 
with  other  departments  of  the  Council,  plans  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  provision  of  semi-permanent  winter  quarters 
for  these  unfortunates.  The  Council  hopes  eventually  to 
house  the  more  worthy  types  and  to  give  the  users  of  the  site 
the  opportunity  of  better  education,  and  facilities  f  for 
personal  hygiene  which  should  help  to  raise  their  living 
standards. 

Other  statistics  and  comments  on  the  various  aspects 
of  the  work  done  in  the  department  are  given  under  the 
appropriate  headings. 

(1 )  WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  throughout  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Mid 
Kent  Water  Company.  To  this  is  added  three  small  private 
piped  spring  water  supplies.  The  numbers  of  houses  using 
this  supply  is  reducing  annually.  There  are  some 
7 8  or  approximately  2 %  only  of  isolated  houses  and  farms 
now  relying  on  rain  water  or  shallow  wells  for  domestic 
water. 

*1959  Saw  the  completion  of  the  extensions  of  the  mains 
supply  to  the  ten  properties  at  Nickley  Wood,  Shadoxhurst. 
These  houses  have  always  relied  on  stored  rain  water  for 
domestic  use,  but  owing  to  the  long  dry  summer  all  stocks 
were  used  and  a  stand  pipe  was  put  up  at  the  nearest  point 
as  a  temporary  measure. 


No. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Raw  water  (Mid  Kent) 
Tested  by  Analyst  for 
County  of  Surrey 

5 

5 

- 

Treated  Water  (Mid  Kent) 

Chemical-Analysis 

5 

5 

Private  Sources  piped 
to  Dwellings 

5 

1 

4 

The  Mid  Kent  supply  proved  free  of  contamination 
throughout  the  year. 

The  four  unsatisfactory  samples  of  spring  supply  were 
all  from  the  same  source.  As  well  as  issuing  the  usual  warn¬ 
ings,  the  owners  put  in  protective  walling  at  the  source  to 
exclude  local  contamination,  further  sampling  will  go  on 
until  the  supply  is  pure. 


Mid  Kent  Water  connection  during  1959  23 
Houses  supplied  by  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  3428 
Houses  supplied  by  private  sources  30 
Wells  and  other  means  78 
Total  houses  in  West  Ashford  R.D.  3559 


Parish 


Houses  Supplied 


Bethersden 

374 

Charing 

735 

Egerton 

235 

Great  Chart 

258 

Hothf ield 

241 

Kingsnorth 

296 

Little  Chart 

1 04 

Pluckley 

310 

Shadoxhurst 

194 

Smarden 

334 

Westwell 

347 

3,428 

DRAINAGE .  SEWERAGE 

and  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

1959  Was  a  more  active  year  for  improvements  to  drain¬ 
age  systems. 

New  works  were  commenced  at  Bethersden  and  Egerton  and 
the  latter  village  also  had  a  small  sewer  extension. 

The  Council’s  surveyor  prepared  a  bold  plan  to  provide 
a  completely  new  treatment  works  at  Charing,  and  to  sewer 


-  3  - 


the  village  of  Charing  Heath  and  bring  all  sewage  to  the 
one  works  for  treatment.  Approval  of  this  plan  by  the 
appropriate  Ministry  is  awaited, 

Following  an  informal  Public  Health  notice  the  owner  of 
six  pairs  of  semi-detached  houses  converted  a  jointly  used 
septic  tank  to  a  small  treatment  works  by  adding  pumping 
apparatus  and  filter.  Upon  completion  the  Council  has  taken 
over  the  day  to  day  management  of  the  plant, 

SCHOOL  SANITATION 

School  sanitation  was  in  general  satisfactory,  although 
the  trough  closet  system  is  still  in  operation  at  Egerton 
Primary  School;  however  the  provision  of  better  washing 
facilities  with  hot  water,  towels  etc,  has  helped  from  the 
hygiene  aspect, 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Charing  is  still  the  only  village  to  have  public  con¬ 
veniences,  These  are  maintained  by  a  part-time  cleaner. 
There  has  been  a  falling  off  of  minor  damage  to  the  building 
and  equipment, 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

Although  there  has  been  an  increase  of  61  private  prop¬ 
erties  requiring  the  service  the  overall  cost  to  the  Council 
was  only  £5  more.  This  was  brought  about  by  the  less  fre¬ 
quent  emptyings  at  the  Council  properties  at  Pluckley,  and 
the  completion  late  in  the  year  of  the  disposal  plant  to  a 
group  of  privately  owned  houses. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  again  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  abuse  of  the  Council’s  free  emptying  system. 


Properties  Serviced 

Private  1958 

1161 

£1791.17.9 

1959 

1222 

£1927.  5.6 

Council  1958 

136 

£1*88.  7.9 

1959 

93 

£357.18.9 

Total  1958 

1297 

£2280.  5.6 

1959 

- - - -  — — - - - — — . — 

1315 

£2285.  4.3 

. 1 
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(3)  INSPECTION  and  SUPERVISION  of  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  table  indicates  the  approximate  number  of 
the  various  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area. 


Cafes  and  restaurants 

Confectioners 

Butchers  shops 

Grocers  and  general  shops 

Licensed  premises 

Slaughterhouses 


9 

5 

9 

37 

30 

Ji 


During  the  year  663  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  food 
premises  including  meat  inspection. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  U 

One  slaughterhouse  is  used  on  only  very  few  occasions, 
two  deal  with  the  requirements  of  the  respective  owners  in 
their  village  shops  and  one  deals  with  wholesale  slaughter. 

This  latter  one  is  grossly  overcrowded,  has  inadequate 
facilities  for  inspection  owing  to  the  large  throughput  and 
although  everything  possible  is  done  to  ensure  safe  and  clean 
meat,  the  premises  are  inadequate.  The  owners  of  these  prem¬ 
ises  have  already  started  the  construction  of  a  modern  ab¬ 
attoir  in  a  site  less  liable  to  offend  the  public  aesthetic¬ 
ally,  for  no  matter  how  well  the  operatives  carry  out  opera¬ 
tions  to  comply  with  hygiene  and  other  requirements,  the 
sound  of  shooting,  chopping  and  the  like  conjure  up  to  some 
people,  acts  of  cruelty  etc. 

100$)  Inspection  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  has  been  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year  although  entailing  many  hours  of 
work  late  at  night,  on  Sundays,  in  not  the  most  congenial 
of  surroundings. 

Prom  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  condem¬ 
nation  from  tuberculosis  has  fallen  to  almost  nil.  This 
augers  well  for  the  complete  eradication  of  bovine  tubercul¬ 
osis  from  the  British  population. 

The  increase  of  condemned  meat  from  2  tons  to  3  tons  is 
evidenced  by  the  number  of  old  ewes  condemned  for  emaciation 


and  oedema. 
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Pood  -  other  than  meat  -  condemned  has  been  occasioned 
by  imported  foods  fermenting  and  rotting  whilst  in  cold  store. 


Cattle, 
exclud ing 
Cows 

— 

Cows 

Calves 

. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

No. hilled 
and  inspected 

607 

(599) 

373 

(2+64) 

. . j 

81 4 
(656) 

15963 

(8649) 

548 

968 

18305 

11336 

ALL  DISEASES 

EXCEPT  T.B. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

—  -  _ 

1-  -  -  -  -  - 

1 

- 

76 

(11) 

1  j 

77 

(11) 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

123 

(77) 

106 

(112) 

i  up 

4 

(3) 

719 

(196) 

13 

(36) 

965 

(424) 

%  Of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected 
affected  with 
diseases  other 
than  T.B. 

20.2 

(12.8) 

28.4 

(24.1) 

.49 

(.45) 

4.9 

(2.3) 

•  -  --  - 

2.5 

(3.7) 

TUBERCULOSIS 

ONLY 

Whole  carcase 
condemned 

■ 

— 

1 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

(3) 

(19) 

5 

(6) 

! 

9 

(28) 

%  Of  number 
inspected 

1  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.0049 

(.5) 

1 

.0029 

(4.0) 

1 

i  ” 

1 

! 

.0049 
( .5) 

CYSTICERCOSIS 

Carcases  of 
which  some 
part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2 

(0 

> 

- 

■  -  1 

r  - - 

> 

!  2 

a) 

Carcases  sub- 
!  mitted  to 
:  treatment  by 
;  refrigeration 

1 1  ■  1 

1  '  1 

■ 

Generalised 
and  totally 
condemned 

i 

i 

1 

« 

i 

} 

! 

_ 

! 
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TABLE  of  DISEASES 


Meat  Offal 


Carcase  of  cow 

Multiple  Abscesses 

270 

10  Sheep  carcases 

Fevered 

431 

— 

66  Sheep  carcases 

Oedema  &  Emaciation 

1200 

— 

Sheep  leg 

Fractures 

7 

— 

Cows  thick  skirt 

Inflammation 

4 

— 

Beasts  leg 

Injury 

4 

— 

4  Pig  heads 

Tuberculosis 

21 

— 

1  Pig  head 

Actinomycosis 

17 

— 

1  964 

MM 

Edible  Offal 

5037 

Condemned  in  shops 

Argentine  beef 

Lipotomous  atrophy 

61 

Australian  beef 

Lipotomous  atrophy 

86 

xlustralian  ox  cheeks 

Decomposed 

75 

2186  5037 


Total  condemned  72231bs.  =  3  tons  4  cwts.  1  qtr.  27  lbs. 
(1938)  5l80ilbs.  =  2  tons  6  cwts.  1  qtr.  10-§-lbs. 

Other  Foodstuffs  Condemned 


Horse  Radish 
Israel  Oranges 


Fermented 9  Rotted  4  cwts. 

4  tons 


SLAUGHTER  of  ANIMALS  ACT,  1935 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  Register  at 
31st  December,  1959  was  twelve. 


KNACKERS  YARDS  (OFFENSIVE  TRADE) 

There  is  one  licensed  Knackers  Yard  in  the  area.  Seven 
visits  were  paid  to  the  premises.  At  all  times  cleanliness 
was  in  evidence  and  the  disposal  and  segregation  of  bones, 
hides,  etc.  was  satisfactory.  Mains  electricity  has  been 
connected  to  the  buildings. 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

LICENSED  PREMISES 

Number  of  Public  Houses  28 

Number  of  Licensed  Clubs  2 

The  above  properties  have  been  maintained  satisfactor-  - 
ily.  Bar  hygiene  is  in  general  very  good  and  the  cleanli¬ 
ness  of  cellars  up  to  standard.  Conveniences  are  regularly 
cleaned  and  most  are  no w  provided  with  lighting  and  water. 

The  brewers  appear  to  be  carrying  out  a  general  programme 

of  modernisation  and  improvements. 
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RESTAURANTS,  CAFES  and  their  KITCHENS 


During  1959  no  complaints  of  dirty  premises  or  unsound 
foodstuffs  were  received.  No  notices  were  served  for  unsat¬ 
isfactory  premises  and  on  the  19  visits  paid  no  insanitary 
practices  were  noticed. 

BUTCHERS  and  GROCERS  SHOPS 

I  have  no  adverse  comments  on  the  cleanliness  of  these 
properties,  but  regret  that  pressure  of  other bduties  makes 
a  more  regular  inspection  impossible. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  bakehouses  in  the  district  are  small  family  busi¬ 
nesses  and  only  two  employ  additional  labour.  14  Inspections 
were  made.  No  nuisances  were  found, 

MILK  SUPPLIES 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealers  licences 

6 

9 

4 

Supplementary  licences 

6 

5 

— 

Totals 

* 

12 

14 

■-  . . . .  — ' 

4 

No.  of  Registered  Dairies  3 

During  the  year  the  dairies  and  some  cowsheds  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  inspections.  Again  no  time  was  available  for  spot 
sampling  of  the  bottled  milks  on  the  rounds  or  for  bulk  sam¬ 
pling  at  the  farms. 

There  were  no  complaints  from  the  general  public  of 
unsatisfactory  milk  or  milk  containers. 

The  problem  of  retailers  without  premises  for  holding 
bottled  milk  supplies  is  still  causing  concern,  for  milk 
has  to  be  dumped  on  roadside  verges  often  inadequately  pro¬ 
tected  from  the  elements,  birds  and  dogs, 

ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  Registered  retailers  45 

Manufacturers  Nil 

All  ice-cream  retailed  at  shops  is  prewrapped. 
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Bulk  ice-cream  is  only  dispensed  by  the  hotels  as  part  of  the 
meals  service.  No  sampling  was  undertaken  owing  to  pressure 
of  other  work. 


(4)  HOUSING 

During  the  year  10  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for 

habitation  and  unable  to  be  repaired  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Houses  considered  under  Section  1 6  Housing  Act  1957  10 

Houses  recommended  for  demolition  1 

Houses  recommended  to  be  closed  9 

Houses  demolished  2 

The  eradication  of  unfit  houses  is  proceeding  slowly  and 
the  worst  properties  are  being  eliminated.  The  rate  of  pro¬ 
gress  is  weighed  by  the  ability  to  rehouse  the  tenants.  The 
Council’s  housing  programme  is  for  the  present  the  erection 
of  old  peoples  bungalows.  Warden  service  is  included  at  all 
groups  of  bungalows. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  -  with  the  lowering  of  the 
bank  rate  -  the  Council  reverted  to  its  original  policy  of 
awarding  up  to  £400  for  improvements  as  against  the  1958 
policy  of  £300  maximum. 

No.  of  preliminary  grants  approved  in  principle  37 
No.  proceeded  with  20 

Total  grants  completed  1959  17 

Grant  aid  approximately  £5766.13.0 

Total  grant  aid  given  £4386.  9.5 

Of  the  20  grants  approved  13  were  for  owner  occupiers, 

7  were  tenanted  properties.  The  cost  approximates  at  £288 

per  cottage. 


INSPECTIONS 


The  number  and  character  of  housing  inspections  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  housing  is  as  follows: 


Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  during  year  44 
Number  of  dwellings  inspected  and  recorded  10 
Remedy  of  defects  during  year  without  service 

of  formal  notice  13 
Re-inspections  of  houses  145 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected 


to  existing  premises  during  the  year  under  review-. 

W.C.s  provided  15 

W ash  basins  provided  II4 

Sinks  10 

Hot  water  systems  provided  17 

Baths  provided  19 

Drains  cleansed/repaired  1 

Inspection  chambers  provided/repaired  19 

Pail  closets  converted/demolished  7 

Gesspools/septic  tanks  provided  15 

Chimneys  repaired  1 

Poofs  repaired  3 

Brickwork  of  walls  repaired  3 

Internal  walls  and  ceiling  repaired  3 

Floors  and  staircases  repaired/renewed  10 

Doors  and  windows  repaired/renewed  9 

Bedding  cleansed/destroyed 

Food  stores  provided/renewed  13 

No.  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  during  year  1517 
No,  of  premises  disinfested/disinfected  25 

No.  of  premises  connected  to  main  sewers  3 

No.  of  premises  connected  to  cesspools/  15 

septic  tanks 

PROVISION  OF  HOUSES 

Old  peoples  bungalows  completed  16 

Private  houses  completed  15 

REHOUSING 

In  addition  to  the  provision  of  bungalows  one  pair  of 
cottages  were  purchased  by  the  Council.  These  will  be  im¬ 
proved  and  modernised. 

3U  Families  were  rehoused. 

In  spite  of  all  rehousing  the  number  of  families  still 
awaiting  Council  houses  remains  at  100. 

(5)  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employs  a  full  time  rodent  operator.  The 
statutory  duty  of  survey  is  carried  out  efficiently,  relations 
with  the  farmers  and  business  men  are  very  amicable,  and  prac¬ 
tically  all  agricultural  and  business  premises  showing  infest¬ 
ation  availed  themselves  of  the  repayment  treatment  service. 
Domestic  premises  were  given  free  treatment  and  in  addition 
to  individual  house  12  block  treatments  were  carried  out  in¬ 
volving  62  properties; 
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Hothfield  Hospital  was  surveyed  and  treated  at  regular 


intervals  throughout  the  year* 


{ 

Council 

Dwelling 

Agricultural 

Business  & 

1 

Property 

Houses 

Properties 

any  Other 

Total  No.  of 
Properties 

11 

3523 

343 

138 

Surveyed 

11 

175 

246 

35 

Infestations 

Major 

6 

k 

3 

Minor 

12 

. 

104 

57 

17 

(6)  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  Council  operates  two  modern  fore  and  after  tippers 
refuse  collecting  vehicles. 

Weekly  collection  is  given  to  built  up  villages  and 
fortnightly  clearance  in  the  remote  areas. 

TIPS 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports  the  only  tip  used  by 
the  Council  is  at  a  disused  stone  quarry  at  Chilmington. 

For  many  years  crude  dumping  of  household rre fuse  has 
been  going  on  and  the  body  of  the  tip  is  one  fire.  Short 
of  very  expensive  measures  it  is  now  impossible  to  convert 
to  controlled  tipping  as  the  face  is  steep,  high  and  unstable. 
The  best  measures  in  the  circumstances  are  being  attempted 
by  covering  the  face  with  builders  rubble,  but  even  this  is 
only  punitive  as  there  has  been  much  promiscuous  dumping  of 
car  bodies  etc.  from  unknown  sources. 

SALVAGE 

The  recovery  of  paper  products,  old  metals,  rags  and 
other  saleable  scrap  is  still  carried  out  as  a  single  oper¬ 
ation  with  house  refuse  collection,  thus  keeping  costs  at  a 
minimum. 

A  modern  paper  baling  shed  is  in  course  of  erection  and 
on  completion  will  be  fit  in  all  requirements  to  satisfy  the 


Factories  Act, 
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The  bonus  payment  to  the  collectors  still  proves  an 
added  incentive  for  complete  segregation  of  saleable  mat¬ 
erials. 

In  spite  of  several  thefts  from  the  metal  stores  the 
money  received  for  salvage  has  increased  by  over  £100. 


! 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

‘ 

s.  d. 

t  '  * 

Mixed  waste  papers 

155 

1834 

1174. 

1 .  6. 

and  cardboard 

Old  metal,  rags  etc. 

- 

— 

108. 

5.  6. 

Totals 

155 

1834 

1282. 

7.  0. 

(7)  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

During  the  year  the  gypsy  type  dwellers  proved  quite  a 
problem  as  they  tended  to  concentrate  in  an  area  at  Great 
Chart,  sited  close  to  the  refuse  tips.  The  area  has  no  water 
supply  and  the  males  made  no  effort  to  build  even  primitive 
closets. 

The  Council  hopes  to  provide  a  properly  controlled  site 
with  hard  standing  closet  accommodation  etc.  To  this  end  a 
public  enquiry  took  place  in  December,!  the  decision  of  the 
Minister  is  awaited.  Should  this  prove  favourable  and  the 
venture  is  a  success  it  could  become  a  pilot  scheme  for 
England  generally. 

(8)  FACTORY  ADMINISTRATION 

There  are  only  two  factories,  a  paper  mill  and  a  brick¬ 
works  that  employ  more  than  ten  persons. 

No.  of  Factories  in  Register 


Factories  (Mechanical  power)  35 

Factories  (No  mechanical  power)  U 

No.  of  Inspections 

Factories  mechanical  power 

(Including  bakehouses)  U6 

Factories  no  mechanical  power  10 


No.  of  Written  Notices 
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(9)  SHOPS  ACT  1951 

No  routine  inspections  were  made  under  Section  38  (young 
peoples  employed)  but  shops  were  inspected  for  reasons  of 
Pood  and  Drugs  Act  and  Hygiene  Regulations. 

(10)  HOP  PICKERS  CAMP 

There  is  now  only  one  camp  in  the  area  and  not  more  than 
20  persons  used  it  this  season.  Mechanisation  plus  local 
pickers  have  stopped  the  influx  of  East  End  families, 

(11)  COURT  ACTION 
Pood  and  Drugs 

(a)  Local  court  action  was  taken  when  bread  found  to  be  con¬ 
taminated  with  mice  droppings  was  reported.  Case  was  proved. 
Fine  £10  Costs  £5 

(b)  The  Council  appeared  for  the  Crown  in  the  George  Dawson 
case  at  the  Old  Bailey  when  dealings  in  unsound  concentrated 
orange  juice  formed  a  part  of  the  proceedings.  The  orange 
juice  was  stored  in  the  area. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Arthur  'll,  Hayes, 


Senior  I'uh  lie  health  Inspector 


